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Mailly calmly replied:   'Since you know her you
might pray for her!*"

After her death a hair-cloth was found on her
chair; she had made atonement for a short-lived
mistake, and paid the penalty for her sins. The
very time when she seemed happiest in the eyes of
the world was full of worries for her; Louis XV
showed himself fickle and inconstant; he was
seeking the society of Mme de Beuvron, a beautiful
and dangerous intriguer, Mme Amelot and certain
ladies of lower birth about whom spread highly
discreditable rumours, which were accepted by the
Memoirs of d'Argenson and Soulavie.

It was not the Comtesse de Mailly* s influence
that Fleury feared, but rather Mile de Charolais*
and the Marechale d'Estree's, and Bachelier the
first valet-de-chambre who was a kind of messenger
and go-between. He knew the cunning design of
certain unscrupulous people of using the mistress
so as to get an easy influence over the king and
obtain what they wanted of him. In the hands of a
group of designing profligates Mme de Mailly
became a formidable weapon. The cardinal felt the
urgency of the danger and tried to lead Louis XV
back to the narrow path; in September 1738 he
showed his discontent by his sudden departure to
Issy; then he came back, resigned to accepting the
inevitable.

Later he realized how little harm the countess
had done and endeavoured to give her her due; for
she had never meddled in any diplomatic or po-
litical intrigue, she had demanded nothing for